
“The Message of the Crucifixion” 
(T-6.I) 

 

 

What meaning has the crucifixion had for you? 

• In the past 

• In the present 

 

Traditional meanings 

• He died for our sins—to pay off our debt to God with his blood 

• “Take up thy cross and follow me”—we should live a life of constant sacrifice 

 

The “spiritual” meaning: Death of the lower self. From a Unity site: “the surrender or death of 

the whole personality in order that the Christ Mind may be expressed in all its fullness. The 

crucifixion of Jesus represents the wiping of personality out of consciousness. We deny the 

human self so that we may unite with the selfless.” 

 

Emotional effect 

Does the crucifixion make us want to distance yourself from Jesus? If so, why? 

 

Its real meaning: a demonstration “that the most outrageous assault…did not matter.” 

It was not the fact of his crucifixion, but how he responded to it, that mattered. By responding 

with defenselessness and forgiveness, he was demonstrating the following truths: 

 

“You cannot be attacked” (2:3) 

“You cannot be persecuted” (9:1) 

You cannot be hurt (19:3). 

You are perfectly immune (11:4). 

Attacks on you therefore do “not matter” (16:1). 

Your body can be destroyed, but “anything that is destructible cannot be real” (8:3). 

Given all this, nothing done to you can justify anger (8:4). 

 

This is what you should teach to your brothers. 

It teaches them they are innocent, since they did not hurt you. 

And it reinforces your perfect immunity in your own mind. 

 

“An extreme example” (5:5) 

“The crucifixion is nothing more than an extreme example. Its value, like the value of any 

teaching device, lies solely in the kind of learning it facilitates” (5:5-6). 

 

“I elected, both for your sake and mine, to demonstrate that the most outrageous assault, as 

judged by the ego, did not matter” (16:1). 

 

  

https://www.truthunity.net/rw/crucifixion


Doing it in an extreme case shows that we can do it in our far milder cases 

“I undertook to show this was true in a very extreme case, merely because this would serve as a 

good teaching aid to those whose temptations to give in to anger and assault would not be as 

extreme” (18:3). 

 

Exercise 

Bring to mind how you might be feeling crucified right now. 

 

Think of Jesus’ crucifixion as an extreme example that showed “that the most outrageous 

assault…did not matter.” 

See him passing through the ordeal with a serene look of peace on his face. 

Hear his words from the cross: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

 

Then hear him say this to you:  

 

If I could see myself as immune to attack under those extreme conditions,  

then surely you can see yourself as similarly immune in the face of far milder conditions.  

If I could do it then, you can do it now. 

 

Then say to yourself: 

 

I cannot be attacked. 

I cannot be hurt. 

Anything that is destructible [think of something you fear the destruction of] cannot be 

real. 

Its destruction, therefore, does not justify anger. 

Like Jesus, I will teach my perfect immunity,  

and know that it cannot be assailed. 

 

 

 

 


